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The Need of Environmental Studies in the

Curriculum: A Brief Note with Special

Reference to some of the Ecological Move-

ments Around the World

The planet we live in is full of
wonder, mystery and exquisite beauty.
But owing to
various destructive practices by human
beings in the name of development and
technological advancement, the ecology
of the earth is presently under tremen-
dous threats. The present ecological ca-
tastrophe 1s leading to political, eco-
nomic, and social crisis for human civi-

-Dr. Debashis Baruah

lization. Also known as Green Politics,
it is playing a vital role in the global
ecological scenario through various
Green Movements. This write-up is a
brief introduction to some of these Green
Movements associated with global en-
vironment protection.

The Group of Ten or the Big Ten:
The Group of Ten or the Big Ten
has traditionally focused on the legisla-
tive and the
judicial process for raising environmen-
tal standards. Its ethic was homocentric
with the maxim of ‘“the greatest good,
for the greatest number, for the longest
time.” The Group of Ten includes the
following organizations:
1) Environmental Defense Fund
i1) Environmental Policy Institute
i11) Friends of the Earth
1v) Izaak Walton League of

F4FIB TRRWIIETE S O ©



America

v) National Audubon Society

vi) National Parks and
Conservation Association

vii) National Wildlife Federation

viii) National Resources Defense

Council
1x) Sierra Club
x) Wilderness Society

The Anti-Toxics Movement:

This movement was started in
1983 and published a newsletter entitled
Everyone’s
Backyard. It is primarily a homocentric
movement which also thinks about other
species and the environment as well. It
opposes toxic waste incinerators that in-
crease acid rain forming gases and toxic
ashes.

Environmental Justice Movement:
This movement took off in 1982
in North Carolina mainly by African-
American and
Native American people. It talks about
the hazards of toxic waste pollution and
affirmed the right of all workers to a safe
and healthy work environment.

The Greens:
Australia’s United Tasmanian
Group, formed in 1972, and New

At

Zealand’s Values Party, formed in the
same year were the first political par-
ties with green platforms to challenge
established parliamentary systems. Then
came the West German Greens emerged
in the 1980s, the Italian Greens in 1984,
the French Greens in the early 1980s,
and the Green Party in Sweden was
formed in 1981. The political platform
of the Greens is based on four pillars:
1. Grassroots Democracy
2. Social Justice, and Equal
Opportunity
3. Ecological Wisdom
4. Non-violence. (Wall 2010:
12-13)
Along with these four major pillars six
additional principles are also there:
5. Decentralization
6. Community-based Economics
and Economic Justice
7. Feminism and Gender Equality
8. Respect for Diversity
9. Personal and Global
Responsibility
10. Future Focus and
Sustainability (Merchant 2005: 176)
With the collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1989, the reunification of Ger-
many, the rising importance of the Euro-
pean Union, and the creation of the Eu-
ropean Parliament the European politi-
cal scenario has been radically reori-
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ented. In 2004 the federated green par-
ties of Europe united forces to form the
European Green Party.

Earth First! :

Earth First! was founded by Dave
Foreman in the early 1980s. Its motto is
“no compromise in defense of Mother

Earth”. It believes in the defense of wil-
derness. (Wall 2010: 26)

Greenpeace:

Greenpeace takes on a variety of
environment related issues using direct
action and confrontation as strategies
for change. Its issues range from nuclear-
free seas to saving whales and seals,
checking toxic wastes, saving Antarctica,
etc. As an organization it was founded
in 1971

Direct Action:

Inspired by the Gandhian philoso-
phy of non-violence and the concept of
civildisobedience, this movement was
started in 1990 in San Francisco, al-
though such activities of ecological pres-
ervation through non-violent ways were
there even before.

The Gaia Movement:
This movement is named after
Gaia, the Greek goddess of Earth. Its hy-

At

pothesis states that “the physical and
chemical condition of the surface of the
earth, of the atmosphere, and of the
oceans has been and is actively made fit
and comfortable by the presence of life
itself”.(Merchant 2005: 179)

The Chipko Movement:

This movement in India during the
70’s of the last century was largely par-
ticipated by women. Women came to the
forefront and transformed their own
struggle into this movement. ‘Chipko’
literally means clinging. Men and
women expressed their concern to trees
by clinging them and not allowing the
contractors to cut the trees for profit. This
movement heralded many environmen-
tal as well as social movements in In-
dia. The slogan which became quite
popular during the movement was: “The
forest is our mother’s home. We will pro-
tect it with all our
might”. (Kumar1993: 183).

Environmental Studies, apart from
making us aware of and sensitive to many
ofthe
important issues related to our ecology,
plays a vital role in the fields of many
recent academic disciplines like
postcolonial studies, gender studies,
subaltern studies and so on. It also adds
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a strong dimension to environmental historiography. In this age of globalization and
technological‘developments’ when we talk about issues like resource management,
bio-wastes use as well as conservation of energy, environmental protection on the
ecological level, and also of developed nations, developing nations and even of the
fourth world on the political level, Environmental Studies as a discipline in itself,
can surely play a pivotal role in shaping our mindset and sensibility. In this 21 st
century when environmental protection seems to be the buzz word among different
‘power centers’ across the globe, the dynamics of Environmental Studies paves the
way for an interesting as well as a useful academic discourse.

Work Cited
Kumar, Radha. The History of Doing. New Delhi: United Publishers, 1993.
Merchant, Carolyn. Radical Ecology: The Search for a Livable World. New York:
Routledge, 2005.
Wall, Derek. The No-Nonsense Guide to Green Politics. Oxford: New Internation-
alist
Publication, 2010.

* Real Education consist in drawing the best out of yourself.
What better book can there be than the book of humanity ?
-Gandhi
* A Human being is not, in any proper sense, a human being
till he is educated.
- H. Mann
* Education should be a conscious methodical application of the
best means in the wisdom of the ages to the end that youth
may know how to live completely.
- Austin O' M
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ACS :Assam Civil Service

AIDS : Acquired Immune Deficeency Syndrome.
B Tech : Bachelor Of Technology

BCA : Bachelor of Computer Science.

: Border Security Force

CID :Criminal Investigation Department

CISF : Central Industrial Security Force.

EMI : Equal Monthly Installment

EVM : Electronic Voting Machine
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